Fuzzy Cognitive Mapping of Silent power competition in
Parliamentary Committees

Abstract

Aim: Specialized committees of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) constitute the primary
centers of policy formulation and decision-making within the legislative process and play a decisive role in
the quality of governance and the effectiveness of the legislative system. Nevertheless, alongside formal
institutional mechanisms, informal interactions, hidden coalitions, conflicts of-interest,
competition may significantly influence decision-making processes. One ofg the_most minent
manifestations of this situation is the phenomenon of silent power struggle, whi
competition aimed at acquiring, maintaining, or expanding influence over
phenomenon may lead to consequences such as reduced decision-making quali d collaboration,
diminished public trust, and decreased effectiveness of the legislative system. ingly, the present
study aimed to identify and analyze the causes and consequences Sile wer competition in
parliamentary committees and to model the relationships among thes
Mapping (FCM).

Method: This study is applied in terms of purpose an

a mixed-methods (qualitative—quantitative) research desi eductive—inductive philosophical
approach. The study population consisted of experts, includin veﬁﬂ faculty members and members
of the Islamic Consultative Assembly. Using purposive i rinciple of theoretical saturation,
collected through semi-structured interviews.
The validity and reliability of the interview instrum gonfirmed through content validity, theoretical
validity, and both intra-coder and inter-coder reliabilityfass@ssments. In the quantitative phase, data were
collected using a questionnaire whos8 W@lidity and reliaBility were confirmed through content validity and
test—retest reliability. Qualitative data®er lyzed uSing content analysis, while quantitative data were
analyzed through the Fuzzy Cognitive method.

plorator

Findings: The findings revealed that ambiguity and weaknesses in the structure of authority distribution,
the absence of effective conflict\resolutign and mediation mechanisms, and heterogeneity in members’
experience, skills&ﬁ political capi ere the most significant causes of Silent power competition in
parliamentary commgitteessMoreover, the deterioration of decision-making quality and expert outputs, the
emergence of divisions nsions between the legislative and executive branches, and the increase in
social and economi were identified as the most significant consequences of this phenomenon. The
Fuzzy Cog ng analysis further demonstrated that ambiguity and weaknesses in the structure of
authority distribu had the highest centrality index among the causal factors, whereas the deterioration
of decision- g quality and expert outputs exhibited the highest centrality index among the
conseq

Conclusion: Silent power competition is a multidimensional and complex phenomenon emerging from the
interaction of structural, institutional, political, and behavioral factors. Its effects extend beyond intra-
committee relations and influence the quality of legislation, interbranch interactions, public trust, and the
overall effectiveness of the governance system. Ambiguity in the distribution of authority, weak conflict
management mechanisms, and inequalities in members’ political capital intensify covert competition and
undermine the effectiveness of decision-making within parliamentary committees. Therefore, revising the
authority distribution structure, establishing effective conflict resolution mechanisms, enhancing
transparency, promoting a culture of collaboration, and institutionalizing evidence-based and merit-based



decision-making can substantially contribute to reducing Silent power competition and improving the
integrity, efficiency, and effectiveness of the legislative system.

Keywords: Silent power competition; Parliamentary Committees; Causes; Consequences; Fuzzy Cognitive
Mapping (FCM).
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Symmetric Measures

Asymp. Std. Approx.
Value Errora Approx. Th Sig.
Measure of Agreement  Kappa .815 .040 32.516 .000’
N of Valid Cases 25

a. Not assuming the null hypothesis.

b. Using the asymptotic standard error assuming the null hypothesis.
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